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‘‘woke indoctrination,’’ but what he 
really wants to do is to deny the truth 
by making bigoted relics and policies 
more digestible for future generations. 

It is only when we acknowledge and 
learn from our past that we can em-
brace the present and confidently 
shape our future. 

This blatant attack on the impor-
tance and value of African-American 
history and culture fails to move our 
States and our country forward. It is 
these theatrics and schemes by the 
GOP that cripple our Nation’s growth 
and exemplify a poor reflection of who 
we are as a nation. 

America’s diversity is, in fact, its 
greatest strength, and every culture 
has to be respected and celebrated. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 53 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Intercede in our lives, O Lord, even 
as we offer prayers of intercession for 
others. While we offer our petitions and 
thanksgiving for our leaders and all 
who are in authority, with our voices 
we also pray for those who have no 
voice, for those who have no hope, and 
for those who don’t know how or what 
to pray in the moments they are now 
enduring. 

Hear our prayers for the individuals 
we know and name in our hearts who 
are grieving loss or suffering illness. 
For too many who are mute with pain 
and despair, may the prayers from our 
lips reach You on their behalf. 

Hear our prayers for our commu-
nities and our country who are frac-
tured by the tragedies of violence in all 
its forms. For the many cities and 
neighborhoods disrupted with animos-
ity and distrust, may the prayers we 
offer together in this place bring forth 
a comity to be found only in You. 

Hear our prayers for the war-torn 
countries around the world and for 
their citizens who suffer from abuses of 
power, the deprivation of religious lib-
erties, and the brutal oppression of 
human rights. For these who are pro-
hibited from praying, may our prayers 
be louder and stronger than the adver-
sary who seeks to silence them. 

You alone are sovereign, O God. May 
our faith be found righteous before You 

that our prayers would be powerful and 
effective on behalf of Your people. 

In the strength of Your name we 
pray. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the Cham-
ber the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal of the last day’s proceedings is 
approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

CONGRATULATING PENN STATE 
UNIVERSITY’S WORLD CAMPUS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late Penn State University’s World 
Campus on 25 years of online learning. 

In 1998, Penn State World Campus 
launched its first online courses. Since 
then, those initial courses have ex-
panded to more than 175 degrees and 
certificate programs, and almost 34,000 
students have graduated with a Penn 
State degree they earned online. 

Through the past 25 years, the lead-
ership of World Campus has remained 
dedicated to helping students to reach 
their goals. The creation of World Cam-
pus allows students to find success in a 
flexible way. Students who wanted a 
Penn State degree but could not go to 
a campus have access to an extensive 
selection of associate, bachelor’s, and 
master’s degree programs. 

In fact, Penn State World Campus is 
ranked number five on Military Times 
‘‘Best for Vets’’ list and named 
‘‘Guard-Friendly’’ by the Pennsylvania 
National Guard Associations. 

Mr. Speaker, as a proud Penn State 
alumnus, the World Campus gives stu-
dents of all backgrounds and ages the 
ability to be able to find success and 
join the extensive Penn State commu-
nity. 

Congratulations, Penn State World 
Campus, we can’t wait to see what the 
next 25 years have in store. 

We are. 
f 

RAISING THE NATION’S DEBT 
CEILING 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about what has been and 
should always be a bipartisan issue, 
raising our Nation’s debt ceiling. 

Raising America’s debt ceiling en-
sures we do not default on our financial 
obligations to those we have borrowed 
from and prevents economic catas-
trophe in the process. Don’t take my 
word for it. 

Listen to American businesses, 
economists, and financial institutions 
who know the drastic consequences a 
debt default would have for the U.S. 
economy and working Americans. 

The business roundtable, which rep-
resents the CEOs of some of the Na-
tion’s largest companies, has said 
about raising the debt limit: ‘‘Failure 
to lift the Federal debt limit to meet 
U.S. obligations would produce an oth-
erwise avoidable crisis and pose an un-
acceptable risk to the Nation’s eco-
nomic growth, job creation and finan-
cial markets.’’ 

If you don’t want to take their word 
for it, I recommend heeding these 
words: 

‘‘The full consequences of a default— 
or even the serious prospect of a de-
fault—by the United States are impos-
sible to predict and awesome to con-
template.’’ Those are the words of 
President Ronald Reagan. 

f 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION’S PR 
STUNT TO TOUR SMALL BUSI-
NESS ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

(Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, this week, the Vice President trav-
eled to North Carolina to tout the 
Biden administration’s so-called ac-
complishments in helping our Nation’s 
small businesses. 

Well, the American people can see 
through the Vice President’s PR stunt 
and know sky-high inflation, worker 
shortages, and supply chain disruptions 
are nothing to celebrate. 

I have been a small business owner 
for 52 years and still am, and I know 
these economic headwinds job creators 
are facing firsthand. 

The reality is small businesses are 
worse off due to this administration’s 
disastrous policies and out-of-control 
Washington spending. 

As the chairman of the Small Busi-
nesses Committee, I welcome anyone 
who wants to celebrate entrepreneur-
ship and recognize our great small 
businesses. 

However, no amount of media events 
will change the dire reality Main 
Street continues to experience under 
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